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Issue Highlights Dear Members,

Spring has finally arrived as evidenced by the presence of pollen everywhere. With spring
comes the final quarter of our 2009-2010 ASSE year. It’s been a busy year and we still have
plenty to offer in the next three months. Our upcoming event is the April 20 membership
meeting at Logan’s Roadhouse. We have a full agenda that includes our annual election of offi-
cers and member recognition. I am on the ballot as returning chapter President. Joining me
are Van Johnson, President-Elect, Shannon Backus, Secretary, Bill Harris, Treasurer, Debbie
Meurs, VP of Membership, and Elesa Hurley, Delegate. We have two 25-year members to rec-
ognize and we will present the Triad Chapter Safety Professional of the Year award to a very
deserving individual.

Our guest speaker on April 20 will be Jim Morris, ASSE Region VI RVP, who is completing his
second two-year term leading our region. He will step down on June 30 and turn the reins over
to Vince Miller who has just been announced as the election winner. The focus of Jim’s presen-
tation will be social networking and I’m sure he has more than enough information to fill his
time allotment. It took less than three years for social media to become the most popular activ-
ity on the web, supplanting pornography for the first tine in Internet history. For those of you
who are interested in reading more on the subject, there’s a new book entitled
“Socialnomics” by Erik Qualman that you may want to consider reading.

On May 12 we will join the other North Carolina chapters for our annual luncheon as part of
the Annual NC Statewide Safety Conference. This year’s meeting is being coordinated by the
Western Carolina Chapter and the featured speaker is Darryl Hill, ASSE’s incoming President,
who will speak on the future of the safety profession. I encourage everyone to attend the con-
ference, which is presented free of charge May 11-14 at the Koury Convention Center. Lunch-
eon tickets will be on sale at the ASSE booth on the morning of the May 12. You can find more
information on the conference at www.ncsafetyconference.com.

We can’t fully enjoy this beautiful spring weather without holding our annual chapter golf tour-
nament. This year’s event is scheduled for 1:30 on June 2 at Oak Hollow Golf Course in High
Point. Regardless of your skill level, you’ll enjoy this Captain’s Choice event with proceeds
supporting the student scholarship program. We’re looking for players, corporate sponsors,
and volunteers to help make this a big success. Mark you r calendars and watch your email,
LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, or other accounts for more information.

We’re anticipating a strong finish to our current chapter year and an even better 2010-2011
year. Your officers and committee chairs have worked hard this year to bring value to your
membership. Next year’s chapter leaders are prepared to serve but the level of success we’re
able to achieve depends to a large extent on the support we receive from the entire member-
ship. I encourage everyone to take an active role by attending chapter meetings and social
events and by sharing your thoughts and suggestions.

Ron Graves, President
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Career Opportunities
The current state of the economy has affected many of our members and/or their families. This
space is devoted to free advertisement of safety-related openings that might be of interest to our

membership.

Environmental Compliance Officer University of Delaware

Please contact Elesa Hurley or Javonn Peaks if you would like to list an opening here and on our
website. Check the website for more details if you are interested.
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Upcoming Meetings
Mark your calendar now for these upcoming events!

Date Event Time Place

5/12 Statewide Safety Conference Luncheon Koury Convention Ctr.

(tickets required) Greensboro, NC

6/2 Triad ASSE Annual Golf Tournament 1:30 PM Oak Hollow Golf Course,

High Point, NC

Watch your e-mail and our website for more information

Lunch meetings—Networking at 11:30, Lunch at 12:00.

Evening Meetings—Networking at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:00 P.M.

www.asse.org www.triadasse.org

New Career Resource Center

ASSE Launches New Program to Help Members Seeking Employment

Many ASSE members have been affected by the recession. Some have lost their jobs while others have

watched their friends and colleagues become victims of downsizing and budget cutbacks. We know how

hard it is out there and we want to do something to help. ASSE is launching a new Career Resources web-

site with targeted job hunting tools for safety professionals including job search training modules (for

members) and articles organized by subject covering topics like interviewing, job boards, resumes, cover

letters, and negotiation. You can check out the new website at asse.org. .As part of the new Career Re-

sources website, ASSE is launching a Networking Partners Program, which pairs members currently seek-

ing employment with an employed member in their area that has volunteered to help them network and

search for job leads. We’re looking for employed ASSE members to volunteer as networking partners. Net-

working partners would be asked to communicate with their job seeker on a regular basis, review their job

seeker’s resume and provide constructive feedback, provide opportunities for their job seeker to network,

and would help facilitate informational meetings. These tasks may seem small but they truly have the po-

tential to change someone’s life. Whether you are a job seeker or a potential networking partner, you can

learn more about the program by visiting our website. We hope you’ll sign up today!



A& T and Student News
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Fulbright Scholarship Awarded

Dr. Syrulwa Somah has been awarded the prestigious Fulbright Scholar grant to lecture

and conduct research in India. He is among 800 U.S. faculty and professionals who

are traveling this academic year to some 150 countries through America ’s flagship in-

ternational educational exchange activity. Dr. Somah was selected on the basis of aca-

demic or professional achievement, demonstrating extraordinary leadership potential

in his field. The Award will allow him to conduct six months’ research in “Culture-

Driven Malaria Control” in the Indian State of Orissa. The project will run from July

1, 2010 through January 1, 2011 . During that period, he will also be teaching Environ-

mental Health, Occupational Safety & Health, Occupational Toxicology, Environ-

mental Assessment , Diseases and Re-emerging and Public Health at Shree Sardar

Patel University, one of leading seats of higher education, named after its independ-

ence leader of India.

Syrulwa Somah, Ph.D was born in Liberia. In 1967, lured by the promise of benefiting

from both western and traditional education, from 1967-1979. Dr. Somah was educated

at LaGuardia Community College in Long Island, New York (A.A) and at the State

University of New York (B.S.). He also has two graduate degrees from Central Michi-

gan University and from the University of Oklahoma. His Ph.D. is from the Union In-

stitute & Universities in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Dr. Somah is an Associate Professor and Graduate Program Coordinator, Environ-

mental Health and Occupational Safety & Health at North Carolina Agricultural &

Technical State University, Greensboro, NC. Dr. Somah is also the Executive Director

of Liberian History, Education & Development.

Congratulations Dr. Somah!
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Members of ASSE:

Thank you for your participation in the 2010 Society Elections. Society Bylaws call for automatic succession of the

current President-Elect to President, and the current Senior Vice President to President-Elect, unless they are unable

to serve. A Bylaws revision approved by the 1997 House of Delegates removes voting for the President and Presi-

dent-Elect positions from the ASSE ballot. Succeeding to the office of President and President-Elect are Darryl C. Hill,

CSP and Terrie S. Norris, CSP, ARM, CPSI respectively.

The elections results were verified by the Tellers’ Committee, Friday, April 9th, and announced by Warren K. Brown,

CSP, ARM, CSHM, 2009-2010 Nominations & Elections Committee Chair as follows:

Terms begin July 1st and are 2010-2012 unless otherwise noted

Newly Elected Board Members

Senior Vice President (2010-2011) – Richard A. Pollock, CSP

Vice President-Finance – James D. Smith, M.S., CSP

Vice President-Practices & Standards – George W. Pearson, CSP, ARM

Vice President-Region II – James G. Gallup, P.E., CSP

Vice President-Region IV – Michael Belcher, CSP

Vice President-Region VI – Vincent R. Miller, Jr., CSP

Vice President-Region VIII – Robert E. McClay, Jr., CSP

Newly Elected Area Directors

Area Director-Area A, Region II – Harold L. Gribow, M.S., CSP, ARM, ALCM

Area Director-Mississippi/Alabama Area, Region IV – R. Steven Willis, CSP

Area Director-North Florida/Georgia Area, Region IV – Pamela B. Perrich, CIH

Area Director-Empire State Area, Region VIII – J. Brett Carruthers, CSP

Area Director-New England Area, Region VIII – Thomas J. Nolan, III, P.E., CSP

Photos and other information on the new Society Board Members and Area Directors may be found by clicking on the

link below:

http://www.asse.org/elections

Terry Wilkinson, PhD, CSP, CAE

Director, Member/Region Affairs

American Society of Safety Engineers

1800 E. Oakton Street

ASSE Election Results

Support your local Triad ASSE Chapter through the

June 2nd Golf Tournament.

More information is forthcoming—watch your In-Box!



President

Ron Graves

Key Risk Management

Services, Inc.

336-605-7312

rgraves3@triad.rr.com

President-Elect
Position Open

Treasurer
Todd Beck
336-446-1214

todd_beck@uncg.edu

Secretary

Van Johnson

Lorillard Tobacco

336-335-6693

Vjohnson

@lortobco.com

VP-Membership

Debbie Meurs

City of High Point

336-883-3262

Debbie.meurs@

highpointnc.gov

Government Affairs

Shannon Backus

Key Risk

1-800-366-1511, Ext.
7494 or 336-554-1851

sbackus@keyrisk.com

Jobs Chair

Chip Howard

MACTEC Engineering
& Consulting

336-834-2109

wchoward@

mactec.com

Programs

Kulema McKoy

Steelcase High Point

336-434-8276

Kmckoy

@steelcase.com

Newsletter

Elesa Hurley

Key Risk Management

Services, Inc.

336-508-8193

ehurley@keyrisk.com

Website

Javonn Peaks

Senn Dunn

336-346-1333

Jpeaks@

senndunn.com

Practice Specialty
Chair

Allen Bullis

American Express

336-668-5503

Allen.b.bullis

@aexp.com

Public Relations
Chair

Jane Owens

Key Risk

336-687-0756

jowens@keyrisk.com

Delegate

Jim Gwyn

City of High Point

336-442-5207

Jim.gwyn

@highpointnc.gov

80th Annual NC Statewide Safety Conference

May 11-14, 2010

Koury Convention Center, Greensboro NC

Admission is FREE!

Details: www.ncsafetyconference.com

Safety 2010, June 13-16, 2010, Baltimore, MD
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Check out www.ASSE.org for more details!


