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Issue Highlights
Happy New Year!

I hope the holidays were good to everyone and that you’re all ready for a great 2010. We’re at the
halfway point of our ASSE chapter year and it’s been a good one thus far. I would like to thank
everyone who attended the November meeting at American Express and the December social at
Natty Greene’s. Both events were a big success, especially Todd Beck’s eye-opening presenta-
tion on Homeland Security. Thanks, Todd.

Our next meeting will be on January 19 and feature Shannon Backus discussing the Weight of
America initiative. Shannon attended the first national conference on this topic in Washington,
D.C. earlier this year and he has some illuminating information to share with us. More specifically,
Shannon tells us “Obesity creates unique challenges to ensuring workplace safety and injured
workers that are considered obese (Body Mass Index greater than 30%) have significantly higher
costs associated with their work-related injuries. This session will explore the implications of obe-
sity and the impact on workers’ compensation claims. Attendees will learn what the Insurance
Institute of America and National Council on Compensation Insurance have identified as some
alarming trends. Data from the Center for Disease control’s “Weight of the Nation” Conference
will be provided. Shannon will be presenting this topic at Safety 2010 in Baltimore, so you have
the opportunity to see this “sneak preview” before it is unveiled to the rest of ASSE.

There is an important chapter item that needs to be addressed. If you remember about this same
time last year, the President-Elect position opened up and no one came forward to fill this posi-
tion. I agreed to serve as chapter President for a second consecutive year. We have the same
situation again this year. The position of President is designed as a yearly rotation, giving different
members of the chapter an opportunity to serve in this important capacity. While the President
leads the chapter for twelve months, this is far from a one-person job. We currently have an Ex-
ecutive Committee of thirteen individuals that works as a team to manage the affairs of the chap-
ter. You couldn’t ask for a better group of people. Serving as President with these people is an
honor. The work is distributed among the committee members, providing the President the oppor-
tunity to truly lead. I’ve enjoyed my tenure as President but, unlike our Congress, we have term
limitations. I plan to stay active on the Executive Committee as do virtually all of the current mem-
bers. We’re looking for someone to step up, take a chance, and enjoy the rewards of the chapter
Presidency. Is this you?

There are a number of ASSE opportunities coming in the next few months. On the chapter level,
the February meeting will be held jointly with the student chapter on the North Carolina A&T Uni-
versity campus. This luncheon meeting on February 16 will feature students describing their ex-
periences as interns at various businesses around the Southeast. I encourage everyone to sup-
port the students by attending this informative meeting. In March we will have our annual plant
tour. We are working with a couple of employers now, but if anyone has a great location in mind
or would like to host a tour, please let us know.

In addition to our monthly technical meetings, we’re planning a couple of events for the balance of
the chapter year. The first is a bowling tournament slated for February 24. Our Public Relations
Chair, Jane Owens, is working with the committee and the student chapter to schedule an after-
noon tournament. The second event will be a golf tournament that will take place in May or June.
If you’re a bowler or golfer we would love for you to join us. We’ll be sending updated information
as soon as it’s available.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Career Opportunities
The current state of the economy has affected many of our members and/or their families. This
space is devoted to free advertisement of safety-related openings that might be of interest to our

membership.

Safety Engineer R F Microdevices Greensboro, NC

Risk Control Representative Church Mutual Insurance Central NC

Plant Safety Engineer Miller Coors Brewing Eden, NC

EH&S Manager Unknown—Recruiter Upstate SC

OSHA Health Compliance Officer NC Dept of Labor Raleigh, NC area

Please contact Elesa Hurley or Javonn Peaks if you would like to list an opening here and on our
website. Check the website for more details if you are interested.
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Upcoming Meetings
Mark your calendar now for these upcoming events!

Date Event Time Place

1/19 Shannon Backus, Key Risk Noon Logan’s Roadhouse

Weight of the Nation Bridford Parkway

2/16 Joint Meeting with A&T Student Noon A&T Campus

Section

3/16 Plant Tour—details not yet available

Watch your e-mail and our website for more information

Lunch meetings—Networking at 11:30, Lunch at 12:00.

Evening Meetings—Networking at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:00 P.M.

www.asse.org www.triadasse.org

President’s Message—Continued from Page 1.

On the national level, there are several big events on the schedule. The annual Seminar-
Fest in Las Vegas will be held on February 14-20. If you’ve never attend this event, it’s
one of those rare opportunities to obtain a wealth of information on a specific topic of in-
terest. There will be over 50 seminars, ranging from one to three days in length, taught by
some of the top professionals in the safety and health field. The next event is a Safety
Management Symposium, “Delivering Safety Results in Changing Times,” which will take
place March 11-12 in Scottsdale, Arizona. I will be speaking at this event and I invite you
to join me as we align SH&E activity to assist your organization in progressing beyond the
current economic challenges.



ASSE Colonial Virginia Chapter ASP Study Course
April 20 - 22, 2010, Key Risk, 4820 Lake Brook Drive, Suite 240, Glen Allen, VA 23060 (just west of Richmond)

This is a three-day review course for those preparing for the Safety Fundamentals Examination, leading to the designation of Asso-
ciate Safety Professional (ASP). This course will be taught by Langlois, Weigand & Associates, Inc.

This course is an excellent review for those desiring to:

 Determine whether the participant is ready to attempt the Safety Fundamentals Examination

 Identify areas where extra preparation is needed.

 Become familiar with resources available to prepare for the exam.

 Learn about certification requirements and scoring procedures.

 Review content material in an informal environment utilizing a "testing" format including an opportunity for discussion.

 Minimize "test shock" for those who have not taken an exam of this magnitude and importance for an extended period of time.

Course materials are included in the cost of the course. Students must bring a scientific calculator to the
course, preferably a TI-30X IIS (recommended) or equivalent. Specific functions required include: standard
deviation, factorial, log, correlation coefficient, and trigonometry.

NOTE: Only the following calculators are allowed by BCSP:
Texas Instruments: TI-30, TI-34, TI-35, TI-36
Casio: FX-115, FX-250, FX-260, FX-300
Hewlett Packard: hp 9, hp 10, hp 12, hp 30

Registration opens at 7:30 on Tuesday. Class times are 8:00 to 5:00 (Lunch, snacks and drinks will be pro-
vided.)

ASSE Members: $600 ($550 by 2/1/10)

Looking for a Networking Opportunity?

What about a chance to have some FUN?

Jane Owens, your Public Relations Chairperson, is organizing a Bowling

Tournament for our members. This event is tentatively planned for Feb-

ruary 24 at 6PM, at the Cinema Bowling Alley in Kernersville. If you are

interested in attending, please let Jane know. She can be reached at

jowens@keyrisk.com or (336) 687-0756. She needs a rough estimate of

the number of participants expected so she can plan accordingly.
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President

Ron Graves

Key Risk Management

Services, Inc.

336-605-7312

rgraves3@triad.rr.com

President-Elect
Position Open

Treasurer
Todd Beck
336-446-1214

todd_beck@uncg.edu

Secretary

Van Johnson

Lorillard Tobacco

336-335-6693

Vjohnson

@lortobco.com

VP-Membership

Debbie Meurs

City of High Point

336-883-3262

Debbie.meurs@

highpointnc.gov

Government Affairs

Shannon Backus

Key Risk

1-800-366-1511, Ext.
7494 or 336-554-1851

sbackus@keyrisk.com

Jobs Chair

Chip Howard

MACTEC Engineering
& Consulting

336-834-2109

wchoward@

mactec.com

Programs

Kulema McKoy

Steelcase High Point

336-434-8276

Kmckoy

@steelcase.com

Newsletter

Elesa Hurley

Key Risk Management

Services, Inc.

336-816-8575

ehurley@keyrisk.com

Website

Javonn Peaks

Senn Dunn

336-346-1333

Jpeaks@

senndunn.com

Practice Specialty
Chair

Allen Bullis

American Express

336-668-5503

Allen.b.bullis

@aexp.com

Public Relations
Chair

Jane Owens

Key Risk

336-687-0756

jowens@keyrisk.com

Delegate

Jim Gwyn

City of High Point

336-442-5207

Jim.gwyn

@highpointnc.gov

Seminarfest, February 14-20, 2010, Las Vegas, NV

Safety Management Symposium: Delivering Safety Results in Changing Times

March 11-12, 2010, Scottsdale, AZ

(Our own Ron Graves will be speaking at this event. Congratulations, Ron!)

Safety 2010, June 13-16, 2010, Baltimore, MD

(Our own Shannon Backus is presenting at this event. Congratulations, Shannon!)
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Check out www.ASSE.org for more details!


