
Mark Your

Calendar

Here’s Your Next
ASSE Networking

Opportunity!

What:

FREE LEPC/ASSE
Business &

Industry Safety &
Environmental

Conference

When:

September 30th

Time:

7:30—3:30

Location:

Greensboro

Coliseum

RSVP:
Kulema McKoy

K.mckoy

@steelcase.com

Dear Members,

Welcome to another ASSE year. After a brief hiatus the Executive Committee
convened for our annual Triad Chapter planning meeting on August 4th and we
have another exciting year ahead. We’ll kick it off with the Triad ASSE Network-
ing Event on Thursday, August 20 from 4:00-6:00 at Natty Greene’s in downtown
Greensboro. The chapter will provide the food and drinks. This will be a perfect
opportunity to see old friends, make new friends, and enjoy the remaining days of
summer. We’ve invited the members of LEPC and ACHMM to join us so it
should be a fun affair.

The next big event is the Region VI PDC at the Kingston Plantation in Myrtle
Beach, September 21-25. Pre-conference sessions will take place on Monday and
Tuesday. Topics include Strategic Planning, Confined Space Safety, OSHA 10-
hour Course for Construction, The Disaster Game, Electrical Safety – OSHA
Standard & NFPA 70E, First Aid CPR & AED, and Make My Data Go Bam. The
conference begins on Wednesday morning and concludes at noon on Friday. Gen-
eral Session speakers include Dr. Bob Emery, Ed Foulke, and Chris Patton, the
current ASSE Society President. The conference includes 23 concurrent sessions
and a Wellness Outing at Beachwood Golf Club on Thursday afternoon. You still
have plenty of time to register for this important event. You can find everything
you need at www.asse-region6.org/conference/html.

This will be followed by the annual LEPC/ASSE Business and Industry Safety
and Environmental Conference which will take place on September 30 at the
Greensboro Coliseum. For those who are interested, there will also be an 8-hour
HAZWOPER class taught by Guilford County Emergency Services on September
29. The PDC will include two tracks of concurrent sessions, one for environ-
mental and one for safety. Last year’s event was a huge success and we’re looking
forward to an even better turnout this year. Mark your calendars for this important
event.

I recently submitted the Triad Chapter’s Annual Performance Report to ASSE
Headquarters. We achieved a final score of 2,865 points placing us in the Shooting
Star category. There are five points categories with Shooting Star being the second
highest possible. This year’s goal is to score at least 3,200 points (Chapter Star)
which will allow us to submit our application for Chapter of the Year considera-
tion. There are four categories for Chapter of the Year and we fall in the Medium
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group based on the size of our membership. The Triad Chapter won this award several years ago and
we would like to win it again next year. In order to accomplish that, we need the help of our entire
membership. So, plan to join us at the Summer Networking Event and learn how you can help us
achieve our goal.

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome two new members to our Executive Committee. Shan-
non Backus will be serving as the Government Affairs Chair and Chip Howard will be serving as the
Jobs Chair. We have a full slate of returning committee members that include Dick Dunmire (President
Elect), Van Johnson (Secretary), Todd Beck (Treasurer), Debbie Meurs (Membership Chair), Elesa Hur-
ley (CoPS Chair & Newsletter Editor), Jim Gwyn (Delegate), Javonn Peaks (Communications Chair),
and Kulema McCoy (Programs Chair). There are several positions still open, including Public Relations
Chair, Awards & Honors Chair, Professional Development Chair, and Chapter Student Affairs Chair. If
you believe that you can serve in one of these positions, please contact me or one of the Executive Com-
mittee members.

I strongly encourage everyone to visit our website often at www.triadasse.org. Information about the
Triad Chapter members and events, the Society, job opportunities, as well as the safety and health pro-
fession is at your fingertips. As we have so much going on this year, this is one place to find all the in-
formation you need. We welcome any suggestions on how to make our web site even more beneficial to
you. I look forward to seeing you at the Triad ASSE Summer Networking Event on August 20. As al-
ways, feel free to contact me at any time by email (rgraves3@triad.rr.com) or by phone (336) 407-0169.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Ron Graves, Triad Chapter President
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Leadership Opportunities are Still Available
And YOUR Involvement is Needed!

The following positions on the Executive Board are still available:

Public Relations Chair

Awards & Honors Chair

Professional Development Chair

Chapter Student Affairs Chair

Contact a member of the Executive Committee if you are interested.
Get involved—you can make a difference for yourself and others.

A small investment of time may make a huge difference in your long-term career development!

(President’s Message, continued from Page 1.)
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Career Opportunities
The current state of the economy has affected many of our members and/or their families. This
space is devoted to free advertisement of safety-related openings that might be of interest to our

membership.

Safety Director First Health of the Carolinas Pinehurst, NC

Senior EHS Specialist Novartis Vaccines & Diagnostics Holly Springs, NC

NC Association of

County Commissioners Risk Control Manager Raleigh, NC

City of Greensboro,

Water Resources Safety Manager Greensboro, NC

Unknown EH & S Engineer Eden, NC

Sr. Loss Control Consultant Berkley Mid-Atlantic Group Unknown

Health, Safety, Environ-

Mental & Security Unknown South Carolina

Risk Control Rep. Church Mutual Insurance NC, SC, & VA

Please contact Elesa Hurley or Javonn Peaks if you would like to list an opening here and on our
website. Check the website for more details if you are interested.
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Upcoming Meetings
Mark your calendar now for these upcoming events!

Date Event Time Place

8/28 Chapter Social 4-6 PM Natty Greene’s

9/29 HAZWOPER Training 8-5 Gboro Coliseum

9/30 LEPC/ASSE PDC 7:30—3:30 Gboro Coliseum

10/20 ASSE Meeting Noon Logan’s Roadhouse

Dennis Parnell, NCIC

11/17 ASSE Meeting Noon To Be Determined

Todd Beck, Homeland Security

Watch your e-mail and our website for more information

Lunch meetings—Networking at 11:30, Lunch at 12:00.

Evening Meetings—Networking at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:00 P.M.

Www.asse.org www.triadasse.org
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Meet Your Executive Board

He’s the friend you can depend on no matter what. The one you love to have on a committee

because you know he will always come through for you and do exactly what he said he

would do (or what you need him to do—sometimes without asking). He’s that quiet guy that

might sit in the corner and not say much, but when he has something to say, it is worth listen-

ing to.

Van Johnson grew up in Stoneville, NC and graduated from N C State University with a B. S.

in Textile Science. He went to work as a management trainee and eventually supervisor at

Dan River Mills, and later joined Sara Lee in Eden, NC as a supervisor. Like many of us, his

career in safety happened; it wasn’t really planned, but in 1996 he assumed responsibilities

for safety while at Sara Lee. Much of his initial training in safety was OJT and through the

MESH program. In 2004 Van joined Lorillard as a Safety Specialist. Today, he continues in

that position and is responsible for safety training, accident investigations, safety policies

and compliance, and safety awareness activities. In addition, he coordinates meetings for

15 safety teams, and this is the part of his job he likes the best——working with people. For

Van, much of his enjoyment comes from helping people, and he believes most employees

appreciate what you do to help them work safely.

Van became involved in the Triad Chapter of ASSE in 2005. No standing by and watching

others reap the benefits—he immediately volunteered as Government Affairs Chair, later

becoming Secretary of the Chapter, which he will continue to do this year.

Van is married to his wife of 21 years, Jackie. They have 2 children they are very proud of.

Josh is 21 and in college to become a graphic artist. Jessie is 19, and studying medical tex-

tiles at N C State. You’ll never guess Van’s hobby—DRAG RACING! With a few “off-times”,

since 1989 they have been racing in 2 classes. On Thursday nights and 2 Saturdays each

month you’ll find him, his father, and his brother at Piedmont Drag Strip. Look for the John-

son Racing car. Dad is the supervisor. Brother is the driver. Van is the crew chief. Look for

him in the pits and the car in the lead—they are #1 in the points currently for the Thursday

night class. Congratulations, Van!

Van is a winner on the track and a winner in

life. Thank you, Van, for your support of

ASSE. We appreciate you!



Summer is moving into high gear

and that can mean only one thing

– Yes! It is time to start think-

ing/hoping about the Chicago Cub-

bies in the World Series and SH&E

Auditing – Hurrah! But, on the se-

rious side, ASSE has a long-

standing professional relationship

with the Board of Environmental,

Health and Safety Auditor Certifi-

cations (BEAC). BEAC and ASSE

have participated on a number of

projects together over the years

and we are excited that BEAC has

recently published a voluntary na-

tional consensus standard ad-

dressing SH&E Auditing.

We know from member feedback

and data that auditing is a signifi-

cant management issue and qual-

ity technical materials are always

needed. Member feedback also

indicates that with the current eco-

nomic climate, there are even

more requests for workplace au-

dits to ensure SH&E programs are

positively impacting the organiza-

tional bottom-line. ASSE is now

an authorized seller of BEAC’s re-

cently revised SH&E auditing vol-

untary national consensus stan-

dard titled: “Performance and

Program Standards for the Pro-

fessional Practice of Environ-

mental, Health and Safety Au-

diting.”

The document notably:

 Describes the role and respon-

sibilities of EH&S auditing to all

levels of management, boards

of directors, public bodies, in-

ternal and external auditors

and related professional or-

ganizations

 Establishes the basis for guid-

ance and measurement of

EH&S auditing performance

 Improves the practice of EH&S

auditing and advance the

EH&S auditing profession

Of additional importance is that

this standard also defines what is

required to conduct a competent

audit and apply these require-

ments to:

 Audit programs and proce-

dures

 All EH&S auditing profession-

als, whether they are em-

ployed by organizations inter-

nally or as external contrac-

tors/consultants functioning in

an EH&S auditing role

This standard is a revision of their

popular 1999 version and the final

document includes a breakdown of

the key changes between the 1999

and 2008 versions and is available

in both hard copy or electronic

copy.

You can order the document di-

rectly through ASSE’s website

www.asse.org or by calling the

customer service department at

847-699-2929. If interested in this

auditing national voluntary con-

sensus standard please access the

ordering information via the link

below:

https://www.asse.org/cartpage.ph

p?link=beac001

Is your company watching the budget more than normal this year? Limiting or eliminating travel? Count-
ing paper clips (or so it seems!)? You are not alone. Don’t forget though, that even in tough economic

times you are still responsible for keeping up with changes in the safety profession and continuously gain-
ing knowledge that will benefit your employer. Where better to do that than this?

The 2009 Safety & Environmental Conference is September
30th. and once again this training opportunity is FREE to all attendees.

Check out the website for more information, including registration:

www.guilford-lepc.org

It’s not too late to be a vendor or sponsor, either. For a nominal fee, you can get free advertisement.
Over 400 people attended last year. Contact Debbie Meurs for more information. Vendors and sponsors

help make this conference possible.

Please share this information with anyone you know who might be interested.

Don’t Miss Out! FREE Training!Don’t Miss Out! FREE Training!Don’t Miss Out! FREE Training!

New SH&E Auditing Standard Developed
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President

Ron Graves

Key Risk Management

Services, Inc.

336-605-7312

rgraves3@triad.rr.com

President-Elect
Richard (Dick) Dunmire

Evonik-Stockhausen
336-333-3634
rdunmire@earthlink.net

Treasurer
Todd Beck
336-446-1214

rbeck@rfmd.com

Secretary

Van Johnson

Lorillard Tobacco

336-335-6693

Vjohnson

@lortobco.com

VP-Membership

Debbie Meurs

City of High Point

336-442-5207

Debbie.meurs@

highpointnc.gov

Government Affairs

Shannon Backus

Key Risk

1-800-366-1511, Ext.
7494 or 336-554-1851

sbackus@keyrisk.com

Jobs Chair

Chip Howard

MACTEC Engineering
& Consulting

336-834-2109

wchoward@

mactec.com

Programs

Kulema McKoy

Steelcase High Point

336-434-8276

K.mckoy

@steelcase.com

Newsletter

Elesa Hurley

Key Risk Management

Services, Inc.

336-992-9700

ehurley@keyrisk.com

Website

Javonn Peaks

Senn Dunn

336-346-1385

Jpeaks@

senndunn.com

Delegate

Jim Gwyn

City of High Point

336-442-5207

Jim.gwyn

@highpointnc.gov

Region VI Professional Development Conference, September 21-25, 2009

Kingston Plantation Resort, Myrtle Beach, SC.

LEPC/ASSE PDC, September 29-30, 2009, Greensboro, NC

(Don’t Miss HAZWOPPER training on 9/29/09 for a nominal fee)

2009 Leadership Conference, October 1-3, 2009, Lombard, IL

Proactive Safety Management High Impact Workshops,

November 12-13, 2009, Miami FL

Seminarfest, February 14-20, 2010, Las Vegas, NV

Safety 2010, June 13-16, 2010, Baltimore, MD
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Check out www.ASSE.org for more details!


