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Issue Highlights
Dear Safety Professional,

The election is finally over and we are no longer being inundated by the non-stop barrage of political

advertisements on our televisions screens. Regardless of your political affiliation or viewpoint, we all

must face the reality that there is change on the horizon. The question we now face is how this will affect

our companies, our careers and the safety and health profession as a whole. In a post-election statement

to EHS Today, Warren K. Brown, the current ASSE President stated, “We fully support President-Elect

Obama in saying that this is not the time to ‘fall back on the same partisanship,’ which, as in other issues

facing this nation, has marked the occupational safety and health debate in recent years. We are greatly

hopeful that, with his leadership, creative and meaningful ways to confront long-standing occupational

safety and health issues can be achieved through solutions that encourage the entire safety and health

community to work together to achieve safer and healthier workplaces across the nation.”

There’s never been a better time to be an ASSE member. As a body of caring professionals who have

dedicated our lives to the protection of the American worker, we have the opportunity to band together to

insure that each and every one of us enjoys a fulfilling and successful career. From our monthly technical

meetings, to our professional development conferences, to our job line, to our social functions, to our

newsletter and website, we have the ability to plug in, turn on, and energize our careers though our net-

work of more than 32,000 members.

The Executive Committee of the Triad chapter is working diligently to provide a variety of avenues for

members to participate in and derive benefits from their society. I would like to thank Terry Conrad of

the North Carolina OSHA Consultative Division for an outstanding presentation at our October meeting.

Our next meeting on Tuesday, November 18 will feature Tom Patch, former president of ASSE’s Colo-

nial Virginia Chapter and long-time member of the Region VI PDC committee. Tom presentation,

“Management Strategies for Accident Investigation,” has been well received by several professional or-

ganizations, including chapters of the ASSE and the AIHA. This is our traditional joint meeting with the

ACHMM and will be held at the Greensboro office of American Express beginning at 5:30.

On December 3, we will gather at Natty Green’s in downtown Greensboro for our annual holiday social.

Joining us once again will be members of the Guilford County LEPC and the ACHMM. There will be

plenty of food plus a cash bar, so all you need to bring is a smile and a sincere desire to enjoy an after-

noon with friends, new and old. The festivities will start at 4:00 and conclude at 6:00.

Following the New Year, we have a full slate of activities, including monthly technical meetings begin-

ning in January and concluding in June. This includes a joint meeting with the student chapter on the NC

A&T campus in February and a joint meeting with the other four North Carolina ASSE chapters at the

Statewide Safety Conference in May. We have an outstanding lineup of speakers from around the region

so make sure to mark your calendars now.

(continued on Page 2)



Before I conclude this month’s message I would like to highlight ASSE’s Council on Professional Affairs (CoPA) which is com-

mitted to ensuring that any decision by federal or state government impacting the safety, health and environment of workplaces is

based on good science and sound technology. Currently serving as our chapter’s CoPA liaison is Van Johnson, who is also the

chapter secretary. With the anticipated volume of legislative issues that could impact our profession, I strongly believe that we

need to establish a CoPA committee to serve as the communication network between the Triad Chapter and ASSE Headquarters

regarding governmental affairs and activities. This committee will also be responsible for coordinating legislative actions involv-

ing local, state, regional and national issues impacting the safety profession and provide input to our membership on federal laws

and regulations on which ASSE is proposing to comment. We are seeking at least two additional members to serve with Van on

this important committee. If you are interested please contact Van or any of the Executive Committee members.

I look forward to seeing you at the November meeting and the December social. As always, I’m interested in receiving

feedback on how well the society and the chapter are serving your needs and ways we increase the overall value of your

membership. Feel free to contact me any time at 336.407.0169 or at rgraves3@triad.rr.com.

Sincerely,

Ron Graves

Triad ASSE News November, 2008 Page 2

(President’s Message, continued from Page 1)

Triad ASSE/LEPC Golf Tournament

Unfortunately, the weather didn’t cooperate with our second effort to conduct

this year’s tournament to benefit the Clarice Garrett Scholarship Fund. This

can be the one of the first things you put on your “2009 Planning List”. Stay

tuned for more details—we are planning to reschedule it for the spring.

CoPs Update
The Council on Practice Standards continues to be very active to provide beneficial information for safety and

health professionals consistently. Some of the products now available include:

 A10 Crane Safety Standards Package, including safety requirements for scaffolding, work platforms sus-

pended from Cranes or Derricks, requirements, definitions, & specifications for Digger Derricks, and Rig-

ging qualifications and responsibilities.

 Slips, Trips & Falls Compendium, including 8 ANSI/ASSE and ASTM standards, all addressing serious issues

and requirements relative to slips, trips, and falls prevention.

 Reduction of Musculoskeletal Problems in Construction (ANSI/ASSE A10.40-2007). This standard applies to

construction environments where there may be risk factors that could lead to musculoskeletal problems for

construction workers, but does not apply to office or administrative work performed by construction compa-

nies.

 Safety Requirements for Tunnels, Shafts, and Caissons draft standard. An upcoming public review of this

draft standard is underway through January 9, 2009.

For more information on any of these topics, check out www.asse.org.
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Homelite Chain Saw Safety Recall Information
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission has announced a voluntary recall of approximately 370,000

Homelite Chain Saws due to chain brake failure. The chain brake on speci-

fied models can fail to stop the chain on the first application, reportedly pos-

ing a risk of laceration to consumers. These chain saws were sold exclu-

sively at Home Depot stores nationwide between December, 2007 and Octo-

ber 2008 for between $110 and $200. They were manufactured in China.

This recall includes the following model numbers: UT10514, UT10516,

UT10517, UT 10518, UT10520, UT10540, UT10560, and UT10918. Users are

instructed to stop using these models immediately and contact Homelite

Consumer Products to locate the nearest authorized service center to sched-

ule a free repair. For additional information, contact Homelite Consumer

Products, Inc. at (800) 242-4672 or visit their website at www.homelite.com.

Thank you, Debbie Muers for sharing this information with all of us.
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Mark your calendar now for these upcoming events!

Date Event Time Place

11/18 November Meeting 5:30 PM American Express

12/3 Holiday Social 4-6 PM Natty Greene’s

1/13/09 January Meeting 11:30 AM Logan’s Roadhouse

2/17/09 Joint Meeting with Student 11:30 AM A&T—details TBA

Chapter

3/17/08 March Meeting 11:30 AM Steelcase of High Pont

Watch your e-mail and our website for more information.

Lunch meetings—Networking at 11:30, Lunch at 12:00.

Evening Meetings—Networking at 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:00 P.M.

Cost for Members—$15

Students—$7.50 (half price)

Visitors are welcome. No charge for the first meeting.

Skansa USA Building, Inc. EHS Director Durham, NC

Weyerhauser Lumber Site Safety Manager Plymouth, NC

(Blind Ad) Industrial Hygiene

Coordinator

This space is reserved for career opportunities related to safety and risk management within a 100 mile radius of Greensboro, NC.

If you would like to submit information to be included in the next newsletter, contact Elesa Hurley at ehurley@keyrisk or Javonn

Peaks at jpeaks@senndunn.com. Listings will run for 2 months unless you extend them by advising Elesa or Javonn the position is

still open. More detailed information on these positions can be found at www.triadasse.org or www.asse.org.

Local Career Opportunities



President,

ASSE Foundation Chair

Ron Graves

Key Risk Management

Services, Inc.

336-605-7312

rgraves3@triad.rr.com

President-Elect

Richard (Dick) Dunmire

Evonik-Stockhausen

336-333-3634

rdunmire@earthlink.net

Treasurer

Todd Beck

336-446-1214

rbeck@rfmd.com

VP-Membership

Debbie Meurs

City of High Point

336-442-5207

Debbie.meurs@

highpointnc.gov

Secretary,

Council on Political Affairs
(CoPA)

Van Johnson

Lorillard Tobacco

336-335-6693

Vjohnson

@lortobco.com

(Additional Representative Posi-
tions Vacant)

Newsletter,

CoPS Coordinator

Elesa Hurley

Key Risk Management

Services, Inc.

336-992-9700

ehurley@keyrisk.com

Website

Drake Evans

Senn Dunn

336-346-1385

Devans

@senndunn.com

Delegate

Jim Gwyn

City of High Point

336-442-5207

Jim.gwyn

@highpointnc.gov

Programs

Kulema McKoy

Steelcase High Point

336-434-8276

Kulema.mckoy

@steelcase.com

Solutions in Construction Safety Symposium, November 20-21, Scottsdale, AZ

Building a Successful Safety Culture Symposium, January 22-23, 2009, Costa Mesa, CA

Seminarfest 2009, February 8-14, 2009, Las Vegas, NV

NAOSH Week 2009, May 3-9

Occupational Safety & Health Professional Day, May 6

Safety 2009, June 28-July 1, San Antonio, TX

Page 4November, 2008Triad ASSE News

Check out www.ASSE.org and

www.TriadASSE.org for more details!


